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farming and manufacturing all respond to geographical environment. 
From beginning to end, from the simplest and most apparent examples 
of relationships ready at hand for every teacher, to  those niost involved 
examples which the professional geographer is trying t.0 clear up, the 
relation of man to  the earth is a most alluring study. The attentive 
cultivation of home geography, taking advantage of the many examples 
of the two classes of geographical facts that are spread about us, affords 
a natural, observational, rational basis on which the larger aspects of 
the study may be securely founded. 
THE PAST AND FUTURE 
The first quarter-century of the Journal’s life has now passed and 
the half-century period is before it. Conceived by Professor W. M. 
Davis and founded by Professor Richard E. Dodge, the Journal first 
appeared in January, 1897. For thirteen years the founder guided its 
destiny and he builded well. For the following eight years its ideals 
were maintained by Professor R. 11. Whitbeck as editor. He then 
turned it over to the American Geographical Society, where it was 
edited for two niorz years by Dr. Isaiah Bowman. During the latter 
part of this period the Kational Council of Geography Teachers came 
into being and gave promise of becoming an effective force in shaping 
educational geography. It then became Dr. Bowman’s conviction that 
this organization was the logical one to own and assume responsibility 
for the Journal. Accordingly it was presented to the Kational Council 
by the American Geographical Society. Since then the editorial respon- 
sibility has been carried by the present editor and his associates. 
X o  other magazine in America devoted to the educational phase of 
a single subject has had such a long and distinguished record. So 
fundamental have been many of its articles that requests are still 
received from widely separated parts of the world for some of those 
published many years ago. Several requests for complete files have 
been received during the past year. 
At no time in the last quarter-century has the Journal had so large 
a body of readers or as many workers interested in its welfare as it has 
today. Every loyal member of the National Council now feels a 
responsibility in extending its circulation. The Council, the editors, 
and the publishers realize the significance of the heritage and the g a v e  
responsibility which they have assumed. It shall be their aim to 
maintain the high ideals established in the past and, if possible, lead 
on to higher ones. 
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JAN., 1922 THE PAST AND EIUTURE 33 
It shall be the purpose of the editors to publish such material as 
will best serve the teacher; aid him in maintaining high ideals, in 
becoming familiar with the best thought of the day, and support him 
in establishing geography teaching on a higher standard in all the 
schools of America. Its field of usefulness is thus clearly defined. 
Research in geography and the popular phases of the subject are now 
ably cared for by other journals. The pages of the Journal shall aLso 
be maintained as an open forum for the free expression of worthy 
opinion. It shall not be the intention of the editors to color the trend 
of educational geography by fostering their own opinions. 
The “Foreword” to this number by Dr. Davis well expresses an 
ideal for the future. The large field served by the Journal requires 
that each number contain material to meet the needs of highly varied 
interests- -interests ranging from those of the rural or grade teacher to 
those of the university professor. The J o u m l  therefore, endeavors 
to carry scientific articles as types of geographic study, such as regional 
studies of America and of distant lands, of industries and other life 
activities having a geographic basis and suggestive to teachers; articles 
presenting material as it has actually been taught by others, i.e., 
material that may be adapted for use elsewhere, or is suggestive of 
other lines of attack in teaching; articles that present the leading 
present-day thought on the teaching of geography ; reviews and notices 
of new books, pamphlets, and magazine articles of value to the teacher; 
important geographical news. 
The future contains greater opportunities and advantages for the 
Journal than did the past. Twenty-five years ago scarcely any geog- 
raphy was taught in the schools of America above the elementary 
grades. It probably was not possible to secure a higher university 
degree in geography. Today there are hundreds of well qualified 
teachers of geography and many normal schools, colleges and univer- 
sities where the teacher may secure adequate training. This growing 
body of geography teachers is now moulding itself into a vigorous 
national organization with branches in most of the states and smaller 
sections of the country. This organization now owns the Journal 
and has a constantly increasing interest and feeling of responsibility 
in its future. With all members-in increasing numbers-taking upon 
themselves the pleasure of acquainting others with the Journal, 
its future looks bright indeed. 
GEO. J. MILLER 
Editor 
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